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LINDA PASTAN _

Rereading “Thanatopsis”

In Roslyn, Long Island

where I didn’t know

the poet had lived,

my uncle fresh from World War Two

built a ranch house

with an all electric

kitchen where I cooked eggs

for my small cousins and memorized
Bryant’s poems for the eighth-grade teacher.
The only Waterfowl

BE B 28 4!

Thad seen

was drawn on the wing

of my uncle’s fighter plane,

and I never guessed,

now that the war was won,

that “the last bitter hour”

was more than syllables

T had to learn

or could come so soon to tongue tie

fasa stininilits 4

even my razzle-dazzle uncle.



PHILIP APPLEMAN

After “Thanatopsis”

Black on black, from Maine to California:
the starshine is too precious now to keep.
I'm staking all my luck on one more morning
while everyone I love is sound asleep.

Suppose tomorrow were the last gold dawning,
painting the sky with rainbows of desire,

the last pale cloud, the last bright seagull soaring,
before the last red blossoming of fire —

-~a- .-

the last green pine, the final blue wave breaking,
the long farewell in one last robin’s song,
teaching us the truest kind of aching,

- -
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to love that well which we must leave ‘ere long:

they’d feel it coming on in Kiev and China,

the poison rain, and murder in the snow,

the endless winter, birdless and benighted,

and sickness in the fields, where nothing grows.

From Paumanok it’s black to the Pacific:

a nightbird says too late, you're in too deep.
Red telephones are jangling their dark traffic
while everyone I love is sound asleep.

Appleman, Philip. “After ‘Thanatopsis’.” Under Open Sky: Poets on William Cullen Bryant. I(r_apft,
Norbert. Fordham University Press, 1986: p. 90. ISBN: 0823211673. All rights reserved. Permission
for reprints granted by the rightsholder.
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